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Child Protection Policy 
Reviewed: May 2009 

1.Policy statement 

Aldenham Sailing Club (ASC) believes that learning to sail and sailing at ASC is a very safe environment for children. However to seek to protect children further ASC has adopted the following policy & procedures. 

The Aldenham Sailing Club Policy Statement on Child Protection is as follows: 

The child’s welfare is paramount 

all children whatever their age, culture, disability, gender, language, racial origin, religious belief and/or sexual identity, have the right to protection from abuse 

all suspicions and allegations of inappropriate behaviour will be taken seriously and responded to swiftly and appropriately 

As defined in the Children Act 1989, anyone under the age of 18 years should be considered as a child for the purposes of this document. 

2.Points of Contact 

The chief point of contact for Child Protection issues, when ASC is running RYA courses, is the RYA Appointed Principal. If this is not appropriate the Club Commodore should be contacted. In situations where an investigation is required by the club, a committee of three club officers will be convened to handle the case. 

3. A code of practice & procedures 

To reduce the risk of child abuse ASC, when running RYA Courses, will adopt specific policies procedures for the following circumstances: 

3.1 Recruitment of instructors and helpers into Young Peoples Training at ASC 

All applications for to help with courses involving children at ASC, will be subject to some form of scrutiny. All new applicants from the 1st May 2002 will be required to complete an application form and self-declaration. All members of ASC that have already taught children’s courses will be required to complete the same forms from the 30th August 2002. 

As all ASC courses with children are for short limited duration and occur in an environment where parents and other members are present the forms will be reviewed and retained by the Principal but references and Criminal Record checks not normally be taken further as recommended by the RYA. However ASC will reserve the right to do these checks without further re-course to the applicant. 

Where the Principal and at least one other club officer do have concerns regarding an instructor / member, the instructor / member will be asked to complete an “Application for Disclosure” (obtainable from the CRB) which will be forwarded to the RYA for countersignature. The application will be sent to the CRB and the instructor / volunteer will be sent a certificate, copied to the RYA. The RYA will then contact the appropriate person at the organisation concerned with the result. 

3.2 Reporting Abuse. 

ASC members are normally not experts in Child abuse and will not be trained to recognise it. 
Should a complaint against an instructor/helper/member be made, the following steps will take place. The process will be overseen by the club officers and the RYA Principal. 
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The following steps should be taken by an ASC Member to whom a complaint has been made. This is initially assumed to the when a complaint is first received. 
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4.Good Practice Guide for Instructors / Volunteers / Members 
It is ASC policy that following points of good practice are followed whne operating as an RYA Teaching establishment. 

Do not spend excessive amounts of time alone with children away from others 

Do not take children alone in a car on journeys, however short 

Do not take children to your home 

Where any of these are unavoidable, ensure they only occur with the full knowledge and consent of someone in charge in the organisation or the child’s parents 

Design training programmes that are within the ability of the individual child. (see "Physical Abuse" page 10) 
4.1 Members should never: 

Engage in rough, physical or sexually provocative games, including horseplay 

allow or engage in inappropriate touching of any form 

allow children to use inappropriate language unchallenged 

make sexually suggestive comments to a child, even in fun 

let allegations a child makes go unchallenged or unrecorded; always act 

do things of a personal nature that children can do for themselves. 
However, it may be sometimes necessary for members or volunteers to do things of a personal nature for children, particularly if they are very young or disabled. These tasks should only be carried out with the full understanding and consent of parents. In an emergency situation, which requires this type of help, parents should be fully informed. In such situations, it is important to ensure all staff are sensitive to the child and undertake personal care tasks with the utmost discretion. 

